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Mr.  LANE.  I  could  not  hope,  Mr.  President,  to  reply  to  the  remarkable  speech 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  within  the  time  that  the  Senate  would  be 
willing  to  listen  to  me  ;  nor  at  this  late  hour  could  I  expect  to  reply  to  his  very 
long  speech.  He  has  spoken  very  handsomely  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  that  glo- 
rious band,  the  northern  Democracy  of  the  country,  who,  though  in  a  minority  at 
home,  have  struggled  for  the  rights  of  their  southern  (brethren  —  for  the  equality 
and  rights  of  all  the  States.  I  belong  to  that  portion  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try ;  and  I  will  say  to  that  honorable  gentleman  that  while  they  struggle  for  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  as  they  have  always  done, 
and  as  they  will  continue  to  do,  there  is  one  thing  that  they  will  not  do :  they  will 
not  march  under  his  banner  to  strike  down  a  gallant,  chivalrous,  and  generous  peo- 
ple contending  for  rights  that  have  been  refused  them  by  the  other  States  of  this 
Union.  They  will  not  march  vvith  him  under  his  bloody  banner,  or  Mr.  Lincoln's, 
to  invade  the  soil  of  the  gallant  State  of  South  Carolina  when  she  may  withdraw 
from  a  Confederacy  that  has  refused  her  that  equality  to  which  she  is  entitled,  as 
a  member  of  the  Uni  m,  under  the  Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  when  he  or  any 
other  gentleman  raises  that  banner  and  attempts  to  subjugate  that  gallant  people, 
instead  of  marching  wich  him,  we  will  meet  him  there,  ready  to  repel  him  and  his 
forces.  He  shall  not  bring  with  him  the  northern  Democracy  to  strike  down  a 
people  contending  for  rights  that  have  been  refused  them  in  a  Union  that  ought  to 
recognize  the  equality  of  every  member  of  the  Confederacy. 

Mr.  President,  to  take  up  this  remarkable  speech,  to  analyze  it,  to  review  it, 
and  to  consider  it  in  the  manner  that  it  deserves,  would  require  more  time  than  I 
can  expect  to  have  ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  briefly  to  notice  some  of  the  points 
that  the  honorable  Senator  made  as  he  went  along  in  his  labored  course.  He  took 
occasion  to  give  an  account  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  certain  resolutions 
introduced  here,  setting  forth  the  principles  that  were  made  the  issue  in  the  late 
contest,  and  that  were  overridden  and  trodden  down.  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  a  proposition  introduced  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Brown]  to  declare  that  now  is  the  time  for  action ;  that  a  law  ought  to  bo 
passed  at  this  time  protecting  property  in  the  Territories.  Though  it  was  my 
opinion  then  that  it  would  have  been  well  to  pass  such  a  law,  yet  that  Senator 
knew,  and  so  did  every'  other  one,  that  it  was  impossible  in  this  Congress  to  pass 
such  a  law.  We  might  have  passed  such  a  bill  through  this  body,  but  it  could  never 
have  passed  the  other.  Then  it  was  our  duty,  as  it  was  our  privilege,  to  set  forth 
the  principles  on  which  this  Government  reposed,  and  which  must  be  maintained, 
or  the  Government  cannot  exist.  They  were  the  principles  upon  which  this  great 
battle  was  fought,  that  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  They  were  the 
principles  presented  to  the  American  people,  more  plainly  and  directly  put  than  in 
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nny  canvass  before  in  this  country  ;  «ud  they  -were  repiuiiated,  voted  down,  Jind 
rejected,  and  a  mftn  elected  hecftii«e  lie  b-ited  the  institutions  of  the  Suite,  of 
the  li'norable  Son:U'  r  who  li;  s  ju-i  addr  s-rd  fh'*  St-iiite — .  loclel  bc' suise  <if  his 
onposiliou  iiud  bf  cause  of  jii:- Jinri'il  m»  those  iiiistiiuiinns.  iJy  tiie  result  ot  the 
elt-'Ction,  the  powei*  of  the  C'KiVri ninent  i^  to  be  phiceil  in  liie  h'iri>!s  of  n  bectii'ii:il 
pii'ty  —  a  party  that  hud  [iiaced  i  iieiii.'S''lvc'<  in  cpfio^it  on  to  liie  (]c.nstitiiii()n  mid 
the  eiV'iality  uf  ilie-e  Scutes,  and  t')  'he  doii.s  on  uf  the  S  i|iif>n)e  t'lnirt,  and  whic'i 
deti  d  the  Constittiii  ai  and  the  lUc^si  .n  <>1  ih-  court,  uud  lieiiie-l  the.  iqui'ity  f.f 
the<=o  States;  a  p'*rty  which  liolas  ihit  the  coiriinou  teJ•l^t!llry^^^!lll•Jr.s  exdueively 
to  the  North  ;  ti)at  llie  North  thmild  enjoy  it,  an  !  that  the  s  Mitheri.  States  shduhl 
liave  no  part  or  lot  iu  it.  On  t^coomit  of  .Mr.  Liiicoln'-t  liMtnd  of  ihe  in-siiuiions 
of  the  South  and  hi.s  devotioci  to  s^eciional  principles  he  has  beiu  e'evateJ  to  the 
liiphest  office  in  the  gift  of  any  people. 

Is  it  .strange  then,  sir,  that  (he  gallant  State  of  Siuth  Carolina  —  alwnys  chiv- 
filri  us  in  every  war  in  which  oiir  country  has  bpc^i  eiij;a<;fd  ;  famous  in  the  war  <  f 
tlie  Uevolutiou,  out  of  wliich  tiev  (ur  pr.^ent  (i()ver,,nien' ;  i:iiu  lus  in  the  w:ir  uf 
1812-'15;  famous  in  the  war  with  Mex  co;  just,  h(Uiest,  U|'rg':f.  aid  tiue  to  the 
Con-itituiion  —  i^hould  refuse  to  rt-man  in  tlie  Union  as  an  iuf<  tior  uKunlier  cf  it  ? 
Is  it  expected  that  blie  shall  submit  t>)  iii-'ii  t.  imI.  rioiiiy,  and  'leg'sulation?;.  jlrf  she 
will  not,  does  the  S  nitor  hold  that  fores  shall  go  d.wn  th-re  witli  a  bloody  ban- 
ner and  strike  down  the  gallant  s  >ns  (d"  that  ^iatant  ani  <;l  lious  S'a'e?  I  .-ay  to 
liiin,  when  he  undertakes  it,  the  jiallaiit  loui.i  of  ()eMiocrats  North  will  nei'her  join 
him  nor  that  11  publican  patty  that  expict  to  t.ike  a  united  NiVih  against  ;•.  down- 
trodden S.)Uib.  1  now  serve  notice  that,  when  war  is  luadi-  upon  thai  galljiiitSMUtli 
for  with>irawi'ig  from  a  Union  which  refuses  theiii  their  rights,  'he.  uoriheru  De- 
mocracy wi'l  not  join  in  the  eiaisade.  The  R*puhlieaii  p-iriy  v? ill  h  ive  war  eiiougii 
f.t  home.  The  Democracy  of  the  iNorth  neeii  not  cross  the  b  irJer  t  tiiul  an  « iieiuy.  . 
The  Black  llepublicaus  and  the  r  aid.rs  and  atiettors  nee  I  not  pronii-e  itieui^dvi-s 
that  they  can  cirry  a  united  North  against  an  lionorabie  people  couteuuiug  for  their 
rights.     No  such  thing  can  be  done.  . .,  ,   , 

The  honoralde  Senator  tells  us  where  Tennessee  will  stand  when  that  Ttpnt.nf 
trial  mty  come.  J  know  a  good  deal  of  T.  niie>sre:  two  of  tlier  rpginnMits  hap- 
pened to  be  under  my  orders  in  my  brigade  iu  one  of  the  war^  in  whiih  this  ciun- 
try  has  been  engaged.  I  know  thein  will.  I  know  tliat  a  more  ch  valrous,  more 
just,  more  gdiaur,  m  re  honorable  and  bo'd  peo  le  do  not  live  on  the  face  of  this 
globe;  and  [  can  say  to  my  hoi  orab'e  fii>iid  that  they  will  not  maich  with  itii)i  to 
South  Carolina  to  strike  iK.wn  the  people  there  ;  nor  into  aiiv  other  souilu  rn  State. 
These  States,  Mr.  President,  tnu>t  have  their  rights  in  thi>-  Union  ;  they  must  have 
their  equality  there,  or  in  hunor  thty  must  go  out  of  the  Union. 

I  would  save  this  glorious  Union;  but  it  must,  he  done,  as  I  snicl  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, upon  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  ;.  upon  the  principles  of  ju-tice  ami 
equality;  and  I  will  say  to  the  In  inrabie  Senator  Irom  Teniu  ssfe  tliat  I  do  not 
understand  the  Iraniework  of  this  d  virnnient  a-  he  uiideisia>ids  it  I  undertand 
this  to  be  a  voluntary  association  ot  States.  I  under-tand  that  our  failu  rs  met  t)- 
pethcr  at  a  proper  time  in  the  hstory  of  our  country,  and  established  a  Govern- 
ment, a  Confederation  —  one,  as  he  remarked,  that,  it  was  declared  should  le 
"perpetual."  They  lived  under  it  a  short  time,  and  they  found  it  would  not  an- 
swer the  purpose,  A  few  Slates  moved' — five  Stales;  the  glor  oiis  <  tld  D  .iniiiiiu 
was  one;  and  they  said  that  though  it  h.id  been  prov'ded  hy  the  Coiitederation 
that  the  Government  should  be  perpetual,  they  would  hreak  it  up.  Ooly  fiveSlaie.s 
met,  but  their  suggestions  were  acted  upon;  the  otlier  Siatis  sent  delegates,  bikI 
the  convention  fi.\.ed  the  time  for  the  breaking  up  of  that  Governmeiit  that  was  to 
have  teen  perpetual,  and  that  time  was  when  nine  only  «l'  the  States  would  unite. 
They  were  i-eceders  then.  George  Washitifrton  headed  tne  baml.  Be  went  with 
thLse  who  chose  to  secede  from  that  Confederaii  -n  to  liie  city  of  riiiUdelphia  ;  be- 
came tiicir  President ;  made  a  Gnvernnuiit  ;  .nnd  provided  that  when  nine. States 
8houlJ  adopt  it,  the  old  Co'.ifederaii.pn  shou'd  be  brokm  up.  He  was. a  teceder. 
^Vhat  has  tiie  honorable  gentleman  to  say  to  him  ru.d  h's  tiienda  that. went  with 
liitn  to  Philadt  Iphia,  sci  eJtd  Irun  a  govunnieiit  that  w  s  to  have,  been  •■[■erpet- 
ual,"  and  which  did  ntrt  pro\iJ"  f..r  its  altei.itiun,  e.\ce|.t  by  ihe  eoi.cnirei  ce  if  a  1 
the  States,  and  maJe  a  new  irov^rnment,  our  present  Go^trnmeni?  Wh«n  they 
6ubmitteii  it  tij  the  States,  ihey  made  it  upon  tht?  principle  gf  that  equality  cf 


Stilted  which  I  lr:vc  inentionerL  Tbej'  providf^l  that  the  cnu^ility  of  St:it<\s  sbonlj 
r?iii:kin  fcrcver  ;  for  f?at  iirtido  of  the  (Jotistitutiou  providm.^  for  tiio  c>");i'il  rcpre- 
seutjitiim  of  til'-  Siiijts  111  iliii  I)  .ily  ciiuiit  be  di-'ti^  il.  Ti;oy  pr.jvi  loii  liiat  iho 
h-ovi  reignty  of  the  Somites  sh/uM  he  uniiut  liutl  ;  thiit  tiieir  <  '.pialty  slioulil  never  be 
(Ib.i'eti..  Whoii  it  wis  pvcseniiil  in  tlte  Srsi'ies.  tuey  .•i.'^<>jVtt»'!'if',  with  i{i«^  uu  fcr-tsvnd- 
iiif.';  :i'ivrii]i<)n  tliC  )  rii)fei;>k-,  that  ihi\v  sho^iid  Ue  t  qiiul,  sitiii' sliou  tl  have'ffpia!  pro- 
tection :  thill  they  weiC  eijual  in  .-overeigiity,  eqml  in  dignity,  >ind  eipiul  i:i  rights; 
and  :is  liiii^  as  this  e(]'i;iliry  be  nijiiiiiaiin.d,  this  equality  be  preserved,  the  Union 
will  endure,  and  no  luiiger. 

liut  the  Swires  did  nut  very  h^istily  adopt  the  Constifntion  that  was  presented  to 
thera:ljy  those  who  secede  I  iroui.  the  Confi  deration.  Jliey  acced  maturelj'  and  de- 
lib;  r^'t.^ly,  a>j>roi>hsidiT.-'d  well  tlie  C  >ii3;itiuiiin,  whidt  they  adopted  at  such  times 
aa  buited  thfir  couveuii'iicf,  ;uid  annexed  c  miiii  ai',  t'^o.  TiiegiUant  old  irtate  of 
Viigiiiia;  tlie  gloi-ioit-s  Ol'l  D  iuiini  11,  iiiiid>^  a  condition  utoi  wuicli  she  adopted  the 
("ons'iiution.  Ic  bec'inie  a  p'irtiow  of  t  le  conip  ict;  And  not.  ody  Virffiiiia,  but 
Ntw  Y''»k,  made  ihn  s.-mie  cnnditinii  when  .-lie  adopted  the  C>!i»tituiiv)n  ;  and  Rhode 
lilaniji.als').  1  do  not  desire  to  t-ike  uji  the  tiin*"  of  the  Sc!uafe ;  but  I  will  read  two 
or  tlirer;  lines  to  ^liow  the  ciuilitii  n  on  whii  h  ^' fjiiuia  adopted  the  Constitmioa. 
Ic  heciine.  ns  [  say,  a  p  rtion  of  tlie  c^npiic'';  nni  1  be  ieve  il  is  a  principle  in  l;iW, 
that  wiien  one  nieinher  ol  a  firm  or  Confederacy  Hcceded  t<>  a  couditinu.  all  the 
other  meinheis  heiug  eipiils,  have  ilie  iulvanlJige  of  tiiai  conditiou.  Kach  membtr 
of  thin  tJonfederacy  h.is  the  advantage  of  the  condition  osi  wLiwb  Virginia  accepted 
it;  and  they  sny  that —  j  i  ■  ■■ 

*' We,  the  Jcii'g.vtes  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  duly  elected  in  pursuancnr.f  arecommptidatjon  f'-omdio 
GeiiliM;  A.-se;iilily.  :im  i  ii.iw  me:  in  roiiveurini),  liavin;^  fully  ami  freely  iuve;;tigute(l  and  diHciisso  1  tho 
])f(icee.Jirigs  of  tln-^  Kedcial  Cuuveiitiou.  anil  lieii.g  |ii-t'|jai-e  1.  H.s  well  :is  the  in  .st  ni;i  lire  delilieralinn 
liatli  eiviole  1  u^,  to  decidi'  tlieieen.  do  in  ilie  iiaine  inio  in  lielia.f  of  the  (  eoiie  of  Vii-jrliiia;  derlare  }.nd 
111  ike  ku  iwn  That  the  jiower:!  graired  unilt-r  ihi^  Constitution,  bei  g  derived  from  the  i  e  -jile  of  the 
Uilited  fitil'es,  iiiaj'  be  ie:-iinied  by  them  wheii-<.iever  the  same  i?h.ill  he  iiervefttd  tc.  their  injury  orop- 
l)ie..^sioM,  and  thar  every  power  not  granted  th.  rehy  reuiains  wiih  tlirm.  and  at  the  r  will." 

This  was  the  conditioa  that;  Virgiuia  made;  and  New  York  had  a  similar  condi- 
tion, and  set  it  fjrth  in  plain  E  iglish: 

'■That  tl'o  powers  of  governm-'n't  may  he  rew-iimed  by  the  rc^p'e  whensoever  it  shall  become  neces- 
sary to  their  hai'irines-!;  that  every  p  .wer  jiiri.^Jii-tion.  a  :d  right  wt.ioh  is  not  by  ilie  f^aid  Coiisti- 
tuiioii  c. early  delearited  to  tiie  Coniress  of  t  »  Unit»d  tta'es.  o.-  the  deijartmeiits  of  the  Government 
thereof,  remains  to  the  jie  'pie  of  the  sevei"il  S'ates.  o:-  to  th.-ir  respective  Stale  governments,  to  whom 
they  may  have  granteil  the  same;  and  iliat  tho^e  eiauses  in  the  said  C'nstitiiti  n.  which  lieclaie  that 
I  ongre-^t)  shal  not  li;n-e  or  exercise  cer.ain  powers,  d  j  not  imply  thar,  Cojigress  is  eiitiileJ  to  any  pow- 
ers n  .t  givim  by  the  said  C  nstiiu  ion;  bu  su;h  c-buHt-s  are  to  bo  construed  either  as  eiceptious  to 
certain  specified  powers,  or  as  iusertei  niereiy  for  greater  cnuiou." 

Now,  I  Would  ask  the  honorable  S 'iiator  from  Tennessee,  if  the  time  has  not  ar- 
rivid  when  tiles'-  States  ought  to  i-.e.^u.ne  the  fiowers  conferred  on  a  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  or  if  it  lias  not,  I  !,li  .uM  like  to  know  whf>n  the  time  can  come,  At  any 
rate,  the  f!t;ites  think  thit  the  time  has  anivtd;  and  it  they  ciioose  ti  act,  I  am 
fiit-  tliat  he  will  think  better  than  to  g  >  d  nvii  and  to  f 'roe  tiiem  to  remain  ia  this 
Uni  in.  Wli  It  would  he  do  with  thtin  if  he  were  to  oouciuer  lUcm  ?  Hold  them  as 
subjects  ?  II  dd  a  Stale  as  a  colony,  her  people  as  vassals  ?  He  would  not  liarg 
the  State,  he  says,  but  he  would  haug  all  the  people  in  it,  leaving,  I  suppose,  the 
soil  witliin  its  I'lnits  unpunished. 

Then,  he  talked  to  ws  long  ab  >ut  the  whisky  insurrection,  and  showed  what  Wash- 
ingti)  I  did.  The  whisky  in.-urr>  ctiou  was  a  very  different  thing  from  the  soVmn 
net  of  11  sovereign  St.ite.  It  had  no  relevancy  to  tiie  action  of  a  sovereign  State, 
acting  in  her  .suvereisjii  capicity  for  the  re.  ire-s  of  her  wrongs — redress  that  she 
Cannot  obtain, in, the  Uoioa.  Tiiere  is  no  parallel.  It  is  not  a  case  in  point  ;  and  I 
wind-:r  tint  he  w.miM  talk  about  it.  Tuess  are  s  ivereign  States.  They  iiave  an 
tipial  right  in  tlie  Territories;  an  I  they  have  c  lU^e  to  act,  in  my  honest  judgoient. 
D  1  ay  is  soineiiuies  dangerous.     Ruinous  results  sometimes  follow  from  it. 

Cut,  si'-,  uii  ler-itand  !!)«;  I  am  not  a  disunioni-,t.  1  am  for  the  right,  and  1  would 
have  itin  tlia  Uuini ;  and  if  it  c  innot  be  obiaine  1  there,  I  would  g.D  out  of  the  Union, 
and  have  that  out  of  tl.e  Union  that  1  could  not  obtain  in  it,  though  1  was  entitled 
to  \t. 

Now,  is  there  no  cause  for  the  action  of  these  States  ?  Let  us  look  at  it  for  a 
ra.jinent.  Let  us  ex  imiuj  the  ca  e  a  little,  and  tliua  I  will  follow  the  Scuator  a 
little  fvirvhdiv     I  Wiint  to  uotioe  soaie  ptaiaUi  Ue  made. 


In  the  late  canvass,  as  I  stated  in  the  outset,  the  issue  was  that  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  tlie  resolutions  ofl'ered  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Davis.]  The  principles  of  those  resolutions  were  stricken  down,  and  ^Ir.  Lincoln 
was  elected.  I  propose  to  look  at  his  views  very  briefly,  and  see  whether  the 
States  have  not  some  little  reason  for  alarm,  or  cause  of  action,  if  you  please.  I 
take  it,  they  are  going  to  act  anyhow,  whether  we  please  or  not ;  and  whether  I 
approve  their  action  or  not,  I  pledge  my  word  that  I  will  never  draw  my  sword  to 
strike  them  down  for  exercising  a  right  of  a  sovereign  State — a  right  secured  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  to  the  members  of  this  Confederacy.  The  gentle- 
man who  has  been  elected  President  of  the  United  States  is  a  stranger  to  me  per- 
sonally ;  I  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  ;  but  I  have  seen  h's  opinions, 
and  I  will  read  what  he  said  in  the  somewhat  recent  canvass  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas.]  I  take  it,  he  was  pretty  closely  pressed  in 
that  struggle,  and  I  will  make  some  allowance;  for  he  has  said  nearly  the  same 
thing  over  on  several  different  occasions.    He  said  : 

"I  (lid  not  even  say  that  1  desinMl  that  shivery  should  be  put  in  i^ourse  of  ultimate  extinction.  T 
do  say  so  now,  however,  so  there  need  be  no  longer  aoy  diliiculty  about  tliat.  It  may  be  written  down 
in  the  great  speech." 

••I  have  always  hated  slavery,  1  think,  as  much  as  any  Abolitionist.  I  have  been  an  oM  line  Wljitj. 
I  have  always  hated  it;  but  I  have  always  been  quiet  about  it  until  this  new  era  of  the  introdtiotion 
of  the  Nebraska  bill  began.  I  always  believed  that  everybody  was  against  it,  and  that  it  was  in  course 
of  ultimate  extinction." 

'■  Wo  are  now  far  into  the  fifth  year  since  a  policy  was  initiated  with  the  avowed  object  and  confi- 
dent promise  of  putting  an  end  to  slavery  agitation.  Uuder  theoperation  of  that  policy,  that  agitation 
has  not  only  not  ceased,  but  has  constantly  augumented.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  not  cease  until  a 
crisis  shall  have  been  reach  d  and  passed.  '  A  house  divided  against  itself  c;;nnot  stand.'  I  believ.c* 
this  Government  cannot  endure  permanently  half  slave  and  half  free.  I  do  not  expect  the  Union  to 
be  dissolved." — 

Neither  does  the  Senator  from  Tennessee — 

— "I  do  not  expect  the  house  to  fall;  but  I  do  expect  it  will  cease  to  be  divided:  it  will  become  one 
thing  or  all  the  other.  Either  the  opponents  of  slavery  will  arrest  the  further  spread  of  it,  and  place 
it  where  the  public  mind  shall  re^t  in  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the  course  of  ultimate  extinction,  or  it.s 
advocates  will  push  it  forward  till  it  shall  become  alike  lawful  in  all  the  States,  old  as  well  as  new, 
North  as  well  as  South." 

Now,  is  there  any  mistaking  this  language?  Is  there  any  mistaking  the  idea  that 
was  running  through  Mr.  Lincoln's  head  when  he  uttered  these  words  ?     That  is  ■ 
not  all.     Ho  said,  on  another  occasion,  during  the  same  canvass,  in  explanation  of 

this  language : 

•'[  only  said  what  I  expected  would  take  place.  I  made  a  prediction  only;  it  may  have  been  a 
foolish  one,  perdaps.  1  did  not  even  say  that  I  desired  that  slavery  should  be  put  in  course  of 
ultimate  extinction.    I  do  uow,  however  ;  S')  there  need  bo  no  longer  any  difficulty  about  that." 

•■  If  I  were  in  Congress,  and  a  vote  should  come  up  on  a  question  whether  slavery  should  be  pro- 
hibited in  a  new  Territory,  in  spite  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  I  would  vote  that  it  should." 

Then,  sir,  in  spite  of  right,  in  spite  of  the  CoHstitutiou,  in  spite  of  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  would  vote  that  slavery  should  be  prohibited  in  the 
Territories.  Would  you  believe  such  a  man  as  that  on  his  oath?  Could  you 
believe  that  a  man  who  could  hold  that  doctrine  would  be  held  by  his  bath  ?  .  I 
would  not;  not  a  bit  of  it.  I  would  not  trust  a  man  that  can  defy  the  Constitu- 
tion; that  can  trample  upon  the  rights  of  the  States;  that  can  say  that  he  disre- 
gards the  opinion  or  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court :  that  he  would  not  respect  it ; 
and  that,  though  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  Congress,  he  would  vote  against 
the  right  of  these  States  in  the  common  Territories.  I  ask,  then,  have  not  the 
southern  States  a  right  to  feel  concern  ?  Have  they  not  a  right  to  feel  appre- 
hensive as  to  the  coarse  of  the  party  that  was  represented  the  other  day  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wade,]  who  said  in  his  place  that  slavery 
should  never  go  on  one  other  inch  of  the  territory  of  this  country?  Can  they 
mistake  this  thing?  A  majority  of  the  people  of  the  North  have  decided  that  it 
shall  not.  Their  President  says  it  shall  not,  and  their  Senators  say  it  shall  not. 
Then  how  can  the  States,  I  would  ask  the  honor,able  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
expect  in  this  Union  to  get  their  rights  when  they  are  in  a  minority?  What 
power  have  they  to  secure  them  ?  Are  they  to  stay  here  and  fight  for  them  ?  He 
saj'S  this  is  the  place  to  win  them.  Will  he  do  it  Rgainst  an  overwhelming  major- 
ity ?  Did  ever  a  minority  in  legislation  succeed  in  passing  the  laws  of  the  land  ? 
Rarely  indeed,  if  ever. 
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But,  sir,  I  have  not  yet  pveseufed  Mr.  Lincoln's  -whole  record.  In  the  same 
speech  from  which  I  last  quoted,  he  said :    . 

"  What  I  Jo  say  is,  that  no  man  is  good  enouirh  to  govern  another  man  without  the  other  man'a 
consent.  1  say  this  is  the  leading  principle,  the  sheet  anchor  of  American  republicanism.  Our 
Declaration  of  Independence  says: 

"  •  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident — that  all  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed 
b.y  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights;  that  aniOLg  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness;  that  to  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
power  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.' 

'■  I  have  quoted  so  much  at  this  time  merely  to  show,  that  according  to  our  ancient  faith,  thepowera 
cf  government  are  derived  from  the  consent  cf  the  governed.  Now,  the  relation  of  master  and  slave 
if.  pro  tantn,  a  violation  of  this  principle.  The  master  not  only  governs  the  slave  without  his  consent, 
but  he  governs  him  by  a  set  of  rules  altogether  different  from  those  which  he  prescribes  for  himself. 
Allow  all  the  governed  au  equal  voice  in  the  Government;  and  that,  and  that  only,  is  sell-govern- 
ment." 

And  it  is  remarkable  that  while  Mr.  Lincoln  does  not  want  to  govern  negroes 
without  their  consent,  both  he  and  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  are  for  governinp: 
sovereign  States  of  white  men  without  their  consent. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  it  is  perceived,  wants  negro  equality.  He  wants  to  place  the  nej^ro 
on  an  equality  with  the  white  man.  He  wants  the  northern  States  to  have  }iegro 
citizens  as  well  as  white ;  and  to  render  those  States  the  rulers  of  the  southern 
States,  because  they  will  not  have  negroes  for  their  citizens. 

But,  sir,  I  want  to  return  to  the  view  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  for  a  mo- 
ment. He  spoke  of  the  price  of  the  acquisitions  of  territory  down  South,  and  he 
spoke  particularly  of  Florida.  He  looked  at  it  as  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents, 
never  at  principle,  never  at  right;  but  he  counted  what  it  had  cost,  and  what  it 
had  cost  us  to  turn  a  few  Indians  out  of  there  ;  and  now  he  says  tlie  people  in  that 
State,  that  cost  so  much,  are  complaining,  because,  he  ought  to  have  said,  they 
could  not  have  the  rights  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  Constitution.  Then 
he  is  concerned  about  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river.  He  says  that  the 
great  State  of  Tennessee  and  he,  himself,  are  concerned  about  the  navigation  of 
that  river.  I  believe  it  is  recognized  as  the  law  of  nations,  as  the  law  of  all  civ- 
ilized nations,  that  a  great  inland  sea  running  through  several  Governments  shall 
be  open  equally  to  all  of  them ;  and  besides,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana  said,  there  is  no  man  in  Louisiana  that  would  think  for  a  moment  of 
depriving  Tennessee  of  the  right  of  navigating  that  gTeat  river.  No,  sir,  nor 
Kentucky  either,  nor  Indiana,  nor  Illinois,  nor  any  other  State  whose  waters  flow 
into  that  mighty  stream.  No  such  thing  would  ever  be  done.  On  the  co-ntrjiry, 
if  they  should  go  out  of  the  Union — and  that  is  not  a  matter  for  me  to  decide — I 
am  sure  that  comity  and  good  faith  and  proper  regulations  would  exist  and  prevail 
between  them  and  all  the  powers  owning  territory  upon  that  great  river. 

Indeed,  sir,  if  a  dissolarion  of  this  Uuinn  shall  take  place,  I  look  to  the  day  when 
every  one  of  those  great  northwestern  States  shall  become  a  portion  of  that  south- 
ern confederacy.  They  will  not  remain  with  that  portion  of  this  country  that  has 
agitated  this  question  in  season  and  out  of  seai-ou,  in  the  school-house,  and  in  the 
church,  until  they  have  poisoned  the  northern  mind.  I  have  no  idea  that  they  will 
remain  with  the  people  that  have  brought  so  much  trouble  on  so  great  a  country 
as  this.  They  would  say,  "You  of  the  South  have  never  attempted  to  encroach  on 
the  rights  of  any  northern  State  ;  you  have  never  said  that  a  State  shall  not  come 
in  without  slavei'y  ;  you  have  always  voted  to  bring  in  free  States  ;  you  have  been 
just  in  all  things;  you  have  stood  by  the  Constitution,  and  we  can  risk  you  ;  but 
we  cannot  risk  these  agitators  and  fanaiics  who  have  brought  all  this  tro\ihle  upon 
the  land."  Sir,  if  dissolution  comes,  it  will  come  for  reason  ;  it  will  come  for  right; 
and  if  dissolution  takes  place,  who  would  use  force  or  talk  about  force  in  this  coun- 
try ?  Who  is  the  man  hardy  enough  to  inaugurate  force  ?  Who  is  the  man  hardy 
enough  to  itndertake  to  execute  Federal  laws  in  Souih  Carolina  and  other  States 
after  they  have  liecome  separate  and  independent  Governments?  Who  is  the  man, 
I  would  inquire  again,  that  would  undertake  to  collect  revenue  in  South  Carolina, 
hold  courts  there,  and  execute  laws  there,  when  she  is  not  a  member  of  this  Con- 
federacy ? 

I  will  say,  that  that  is  bringing  a^out  civil  wp-r;  that  it  is  inaugurating  a  policy 
that  will  drench  this  country  in  bl  lod.  The  man  that  will  do  it  will  he  looked  upon 
as  the  worst  murderer  that  ever  disgraced  humanity.  Civil  wnr  in  this  country! 
Conquer  States,  and  hold  them  as  provinces  !    Where  is  authority  lo  do  it?    Thank 


God,  it  is  not  in  the  Constitution.  No  such  power  isconforred  upon  this  Government. 
It  cannot  lie  exercise*],  .'iml  I  IVm]  promi  ot  it.  I  iiiu  h  uiiin  of  peace.  I  d  slike  \v<r. 
1  Wi'iild  novtr  ni:ilve  it  I'l-  i-ncmiiii^e  it,  cxc'iit  in  dt'lVn-su  ui  liulit.  iti  di-ltn-'ti  •■( 
Iii'Moi-.  id  (|('lVit-o  iif  ii-iiih  .-uiil  Ju-tice.  I  woiiM  go  into  buiil"-  Jtnd  tiglit  fur  ihe 
)i^li!  ;  Imii  I  w  ill  never  fo.roe  w  r  nu  n  ;i  pe  ip'>!.  nr  inuuiinr  ilc  it.  iiiiU'»>  it  is  ;iu- 
tli  iiiz.;!.  and  ii  dess  it  is  my  duty  t(<  di  .^o  in  d-de  is.;  nf  ii<;lit  :  bur  criMiiily  I 
wuuld  nut  ni.ik.^  war  to  conquer  a  peopl«  coiileiiiling  dimply  tor  a  right  thai  hiis 
been  refused,  fur  a  ri;;htthe_v  c;tniioi  have  in  tlie  Uniuu,  .-lud  for  a  ri;j,iit  that  thev  can 
have  out  of  the  Union,  even  if  tvr.mtj,  or  rulers  that  would  be  tyrants,  should  uu- 
deriixke  to  coerce  tlietn.  Tlie  man  that  wntiid  d  >  it,  the  man  that  woulil  inaugurate 
it,  wou'd  drench  this  country  in  blood.  My  heart  would  pain  mt!.  and  I  could  tiot 
r<st  at  all,  if  I  (Miuld  believe  suc'i  a  ci.lanii'y  .-h  )uld  hi|>i>f'ii.  If  it  sh  )"ild  cuue  n.n- 
foilunaul  y  upnu  ihis  conutry,  iuaugarate  1  by  a  lyi-.iiit,  who  wou'.d  like  t  i  coKiuir 
and  hoid  American  ciiiz^ns  as  vas'-a  s,  then.  1  wid  ^ay  to  that  oow.ird  wlio  w.iuld 
do  it,  •■You  will  w.ilk  over  Jour  humble  s-ervant's  body  fir.st."  I  .-IimII  ne>er  ci  ope- 
rate wiih  any  poitii  n  of  thi^  country,  North  or  Smih,  that  would  .strike  diwii  a 
people  con'endiog  \i  r  tU  ir  rights. 

Now,  sir,  wiiat  chance  h.ive  (iiey  to  get  rigiifs  in  Ihe  Union?  Even  if  a  disso'u- 
tiou  t..kes  place,  if  tnat  calauiily  .■-ii  ill  fall  upon  u-,  1  look  f.  rwird  lo  ilie  d-iy  wiun 
u  reoig  itiizaiion  c  lU  be  made.  I  !o<dc  upon  a  disMdution  now  as  a  fixed  rict  ;  I 
look  upon  It  as  inevitili!e:  but  sh-ill  we  not  nil  look  forward  with  hope,  with  anxi- 
ous and  patriotic  hope,  to  t  le  day  when  a  reorganizition  shad  lake  p  ace,  whm  a;l 
these  States  can  come  togtlher  in  one  great  ai;d  li  ippv  Union,  that  .'-ha  1  i-ecure 
rigat,  ju--iice,  and  eiju  ility,  lo  every  j>oiiion  of  the  Union  ?  If  we  vvou'd  bring  jibout 
th.it  reog  iiiiz  itioi',  if  we  would  rebuild  ihe  fabric  that  has  he  n  s'vicken  down,  we 
must  maiijiain  p^ace.  Inaugurate  force,  sir,  inaugurate  war  iu  iliis  country,  and 
n'A  liope  of  leconstruction  has  vanished  forever. 

Sir,  I  look  forward,  as  ansiou.sly  as  ever  a  father  looked  for  the  return  of  his 
son  or  his  beloved  daugiiter,  to  the  period  when  the  day  shall  an  ive  that  a  reor- 
gauizaiion  may  take  place  out  oi  liie  States  liial  have  felt  it  their  duiy  to  go  out 
of  this  Union  for  reasons  that  are  so  manifest  that  no  just  and  candid  man  can 
say  they  are  not  right.  1  am  looking  to  that  reorganization  with  a  view  of  having 
a  better  Government  than  the  present.  Tiiis  one  will  not  longer  answer  the  pur- 
pose. The  Consiiiuiion  cannot,  be  understood  by  the  sections.  One  side  u'der- 
stands  it  one  way.  and  the  other  another;  ami  that  dominant  pait^',  the  party  that 
are  s  ^on  to  come  into  power,  will  not  take  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  iJoun  upon 
the  constitution;  ihey  will  not  recognize  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  s;>y  that  this  Government  is  a  failure.  I  cannot,  in  my  heart, 
say  that  thiii,  gi-eat  Governmetit  has  been  a  failure.  On  the  contravy,  I  regard  it 
as  a  great  success  ;  a  m  ignificent  success ;  one  that  satisfies  me,  and  will  satisfy 
every  intelligent  man  in  the  country,  that  men  are  still  cap.ble  of  self-g 'vernm  nt. 
Is  it  not  str mge,  wonderful — remarkable,  indeed,  that  our  fathers  could  have 
created  a  Government  to  last  so  loig,  to  answer  the  purpose  so  well  as  this  has 
done?  It  i"  no  evidence  of  the  want  of  capacity  of  man  to  govern  himself,  that 
this  Government  now  will  not  .answer  the  purpose.  It  is  unlortuiiatey  manifest, 
by  the  action  of  an  arrogant  sectional  parly,  that  it  will  not  do.  It  must  be 
changed.  It  will  be  changed.  Let  us  look  forward  to  the  dny,  and  pray  God  tliat 
it  m  ly  come  soon,  when  the  Government  shall  bo  so  changed  that  all  can  live 
together  again  as  a  band  of  bro'hers 

The  hoiroraiile  Senator  from  Tennessee  reminded  us  of  the  glorious  Old  Domin- 
ion, of  Washington,  and  of  liis  successes.  Why.  sir.  if  lie  was  living  to-day.  if  he 
Could  rise  from  his  hallowed  tomb  and  say  :  "I  have  a  right  in  the  common  ter- 
ritory, that  I  ."truggled  for  in  that  seven  years'  Avar  of  independence,"  that  party 
that  lias  succeeded  in  electing  Li<icoln  would  not  allow  him  to  go  into  the  Terri- 
tories wirh  his  slave.     Then  how  can  he  say  that  the  Union  can  remain  as  it  is  ? 

He  told  us  of  the  great  .lackson.  ^Vhy,  sir,  if  .Jackson  could  vise  fiom  his  t  mb 
at  the  llernii  age,  and  attempt  to  go  into  the  I'erriiories  with  his  slaves,  he  won  d 
be  met  wiili  Sharpe's  ritle-*.  and  turned  out,  and,  if  needs  be,  forced  away  by  tlie 
party  that  have  succeeded  in  electing  a  President  on  (hat  issue  ;  for,  on  hat  ques- 
tion of  free  territory  there  is  no  dfl'erencc  of  opiiiou  in  the  Repulilic^in  party. 
They  diftVr  on  many  other  things.  Every  elementon  earth  meets  together  there; 
every  opinion  on  earth  meots  togetLor  ikere ;  and,   though  they  diilor  in  evoijr- 


thing  else,  upon  that  question  of  free  territory  they  stand  united.  What  will  you 
do  with  them  ?  SuNniit?  Are  gallant,  independent,  sovereign  St;)tes  to  submit 
to  iiiciiualiiy,  to  iuterioiity  ?  If  .i  itinjority  were  to  say  that  I  liave  no  rijrlit  in  tiie 
Tcrriioiy.  tliat  1  canii'-t  fio  there  witli  my  property  on  equal  terms  wiili  oilier  men, 
and  I  -wore  to  submit,  what  would  you  pronou-'ce  it,  I  ask?  U  hat  would  you 
piointuiice  ilie  subiiii.s-iioii  man  that  wooltl  siibmit  to  be  a  meuiber  of  a  coufederacy 
upon  terms  of  inieriority,  inequality,  and  df-gradatiou  ? 

That  doctrine  will  not  do  Equalitv  mu^t  prevail.  I  look  upon  tliis  Govern- 
liti'iii  to  day  as  the  greatest  GoveiumenL  ever  created  by  'he  wit  of  man.  1  look 
upiin  our  Consiitiitiiin  as  the  best  sy.--tem  of  government  ever  formed  by  man  I 
■\\ould  to  God  it  c.)uld  be  maintained  as  it  is.  1  wish  that  equality  could  prevail. 
1  would  to  Heaven  that  justice  could  be  dealt  out  fairly  to  eveiy  man  of  every  State 
of  ihi>  Uuiou,  as  provided  by  that  great  system  of  government.  But  it  cannot  be 
so.  Public  opinion  is  in  its  way.  The  northern  sectional  party  is  opposed  to  it  ; 
nnd  you  caniu)t  have  rishts  equal  with  them  utuler  tlie  Constitution  as  it  is. 
They  break  it  up,  n  't  we.  They  destroy  it  by  refusing  to  comply  with  its  pro- 
visiims.  They  trample  it  under  fi>ot,  becaus^i  they  will  not  do  justice  to  their 
friends  They  claim  the  territoiy,  tliough  won  by  the  blood  ..f  tlie  gallant  southern 
men  as  well  as  tlie  northern  meu.  They  refuse  to  the  southern  man  one  inch  of 
territory  for  his  property,  though  it  cost  him  his  money  and  liis  blood 

If  it  was  possible,  as  the  Senator  said  in  the  closing  portion  of  liis  remark.?, 
that  tliis  Government  could  lie  now  clianged,  if  the  Coast. tulion  could  be  ;imended 
ill  its  provisions,  so  as  to  exten'l  justice  anil  equality  to  everybody;  Avho  in  this 
land  would  not  rejoice,  a  .d  rejoice  with  a  glad  heart?  V\iiy,  air,  there  is  no 
punishment  that  could  be  inflicted  on  me  that  1  would  not  be.ar  for  the  sal<e  of 
peipetuamig  this  Union;  but  I  would  beat'  nothing,  or  agree  to  notliiiig,  tliat 
would  not  perpetuate  it  on  terms  of  equality,  jnsiice,  and  right.  These  are  the 
p  iiiciple-  on  whicli  it  must  be  maiiuaincd,  or  dissolntion  is  inevitable  If  the 
}iart_)  that  succeeded  in  the  late  triumph  had  indicated  to  tlie  country  that  iliey 
were  now  ready  to  see  justice  done;  tliat  they  were  ready  to  extend  to  cvQvy 
southern  Sta  e  the  righ's  they  claim  for  them-elves;  if  they  had,  at  the  b  ginning 
of  this  Congress,  said  •'  .Ameudmeiiis  of  the  Consntuiion  will  be  ;iecepi;iblc  to  us, 
and  r.itiiied  by  our  people,  extending  justice  to  all,"  to  d.iy  the  Union  would  have 
been  safe,  and  secession  would  n.  t  have  been  possible. 

.Mr.  President,  that  party  seem  to  be  blin-l  to  their  obligations  upon  tliis  great 
questi  n.  They  are  bringing  ruin  and  destruction  upon  a  happy,  pmsperous,  and 
free  pe'  pie  iJy  their  aetioi  and  by  their  refii-al  to  meet  on  terms  that  would  be 
h.-iiorable  anl  accptitlile  to  all,  and  just  to  every  StaiC  alike,  tluy  have  thrown 
out  of  employnifiit  to-day  thousaiuls  and  tens  of  liiousands  of  hard-working  men 
that  cannot  g"t  bread  for  their  children.  Tli  sy  have  thrown  out  of  empl  -ymetit  tlie 
laborers  of  the  northern  States.  They  have  brought  commercial  distress  upon  the 
country.  They  have  beggared  thousands  of  people,  and,  brfore  the  winter  is  over, 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  honest,  iudns'rions,  working  prople  will  be  sutfering 
and  staiving  for  bread ;  thrown  out  of  employment  because  that  party  wdl  n  t 
met-t  the  oiiier  upon  principles  of  justice,  eqa.ility,  and  right.  The  re-ponsibil  fy 
is  upon  their  shoit'deis.  The  great  respons  bility  res  s  with  them;  and  wiien  the 
starving  tliottsands  shall  assemble. nnd  marcJi  in  the  streets  asking  for  bread,  and 
it  shall  be  poi  ted  to  them,  "This  distress  is  not  brought  on  you  by  the  South, 
for  they  have  been  just  to  you  and  to  every  State  in  the  Union  ;  but  it  has  been 
brought  upon  you  by  your  sectional  party  determined  to  force  a  miiurity  to  sub- 
mit to  the  unjust  demands  of  an  arr  gant  majority,"  what  will  be  the  consequence? 
They  are  responsible.  Let  the  consequences  fall  upon  tiiem.  And  yet  they  indi- 
cate to  us  that  they  will  coerce  Mates  into  submission,  make  it  a  sectional  war, 
and  use  these  tiiousands  of  good  men  to  fight  battles  that  they  would  impose  upon 
the  country  rather  than  do  justice  !  I  know  those  honest  working  men  will  do  no 
such  thing.  Do  you  believe  they  will  join  you?  Never;  no,  sir,  never.  The 
heart  of  the  Democracy  of  the  northern  States  is  sound.  They  ask  noth'ng  but 
■what  is  right,  and  they  will  never  jo-n  a  sectional  party  in  crushing  that  spirit  of 
justice  and  equality. 

Sir,  to  day,  i.i  Ohio,  you  have  thousands,  yea,  tens  of  thousands  of  Democrats, 
as  pure,  as  patriotic,  as  live  on  the  face  of  the  world,  that  will  never  join  a  sec- 
tional party  to  coerce  a  State,  whether  led  by  southern  or  northern  men.     In  In- 


iliana,  I  know  the  Democracy.  I  know  them  to  be  pure.  I  can  say  the  same  of 
Illinois,  Jind  of  all  the  northern  States.  So  it  is  as  to  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Connecticut  particularly.  Whj-,  sir,  on  the  face  of  this  earth  you  cannot  find 
the  same  number  of  men  as  now  constitute  the  Democracy  of  that  glorious  State 
of  Connecticut,  that  are  more  pure  and  devoted  to  right  and  justice  and  to  the 
constitutional  Union',  than  the  Democracy  of  Connecticut.  How  can  these  gen- 
tlemen, then,  sa}'  to  us  that  they  will  coerce  States,  and  force  them  to  submit  to 
wrong?     Where  will  they  get  the  men  to  do  it? 

The  condition  of  the  country,  I  assure  you,  tir,  aS'orda  me  no  pleasure.  It  gives 
me  constunt  anxiety,  pain,  and  suffering.  No  man  living,  I  think,  loves  his  coun- 
try more  than  I  do.  No  man  would  go  further  to  promote  its  existence  and  the 
perpetuity  of  the  Union  than  1.  If  laying  down  my  life  to-day  would  bring  justice 
and  equility  to  the  States,  and  restore  that  fraternal  feeling  which  prevailed  in 
the  earlier  and  better  days  of  our  Republic,  and  place  it  upon  a  footing  that  would 
extend  justice  and  right  to  all,  that  would  promote  its  welfare,  how  happy  would 
I  be  to  compromise  by  saying,  "Sacrifice  me,  but  save  this  great  Confederacy,  and 
let  justice  and  equality  prevail  in  all  portions  of  the  Union."  Then  I  say,  sir,  this 
condition  of  things  affords  to  me  no  gratification.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  given 
me  the  deepest  sorrow  and  regret.  I  want  this  Union  perpetual.  I  want  the  Con- 
stitution maintained.  I  desire  equality  to  prevail.  See  that  equality  prevails  ; 
but,  sir,  [Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair]  it  is  in  your  power.  It  is  in  the  power  of  that 
section  in  which  you  live  and  which  you  represent,  to  yet  save  this  Union,  and  to 
bring  about  the  early  reorganization  of  a  great  Republic  upon  a  basis  that  will  be 
permanent  and  lasting,  if  you  would  only  speak  earnestly  and  say,  "Gentlemen, 
it  is  all  an  error;  we  never  intended  to  deprive  you  of  the  South  of  your  equality 
in  the  Territories,  and  we  are  willing  to  provide  in  the  Constitution  that  every 
State  shall  have  her  equal  rights  in  the  common  territory  of  a  common  country ; 
that  every  man  shall  have  a  right  to  go  with  his  property  there,  and  have  it  pro- 
tected while  the  territorial  condition  remains,"  and  live  up  to  all  other  constitu- 
tional rights.  Do  this ;  meet  the  Democracy  of  the  North  and  South  upon  this 
great  principle,  and  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Constitution  as  it  was  handed 
down  to  us  by  our  fathers,  and  we  will  go  on  prospering  and  to  prosper  until, 
indeed,  this  shall  be  the  greatest  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Why,  sir,  to  break  up  such  a  fabric,  to  break  up  such  a  Union,  to  destroy  such 
a  Constitution,  is  a  matter  of  the  deepest  regret  to  every  good  man  North  and 
South.  There  is  not  one  State  in  the  South  that  would  do  it  without  cause.  There 
is  no  State  North,  but  for  the  influence  of  the  Republican  party,  that  would  do  it. 
But  you  see  that  a  party  North  has  imposed  conditions  that  cannot  be  recognized  ; 
Ci)ndiiions  of  inequality  that  cannot  be  subntiitted  to.  They  must  be  charged; 
that  party  must  change  in  principle,  in  sentiment,  and  in  doctrine,  or  the  Union 
will  break  up,  and  the  responsibiluy  rests  upon  them.  They  have  destroyed  the 
Union;  not  the  South.  They  have  forceil  the  South  into  dissolution.  It  has  not 
been  sought  by  the  South  :  it  has  not  been  courted  by  them.  They  have  not  sought 
or  desired  it.  They  have  pleaded  for  right.  They  ask  nothing  more.  Give  them 
thiit,  and  the  perpetuation  of  this  gloi-ious  Union  is  insured;  and  that  is  my 
earnest  desire. 
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